CHAPTER XV
WELFARE OF SCHOOL CHILDREN
Child Welfare.
GERMANY has an extremely elaborate system of
social and medical welfare, which takes account
of the minutest details. In each State there is a
Ministry of Public Health which has charge of
general social welfare, including child welfare,
medical care of school children and education of
defective and sub-normal children. The prin-
ciple governing the care of children is laid down
in the Federal Child Welfare Law of 1923, which
declares specifically that 'every child has the
right to care and education for its physical,
spiritual and social efficiency*.
To give effect to the above law, the local bodies
in urban as well as rural areas have been made
responsible for the social and medical welfare of
babies and their mothers, young children of pre-
school age and children of school age. There is
a Welfare Board in every district, each district is
subdivided into various sections, and, for dealing
with individual cases, each section has a commit-
tee, one of whose members must be a physician.
These committees carry on their work in close
co-operation with the Welfare Boards which take
charge of the more difficult cases. There are
numerous Advisory Bureaus for young women
who have either become mothers or are expecting
to become mothers, as well as Child-Welfare